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made his literary debut by writing some mediocre verse and philosophical essays which were met at first with hostility by the radical press, In 1862 he joined the revolutionary society Land and Freedom; in 1866 he was tried by a military court on the charge of spreading subversive doctrines and was exiled to a forlorn town in northern Russia. In 1868-1869 a St. Petersburg journal published Lavrov's Historical Letters, which presented the thesis that the educated classes have a definite "obligation towards the people" whose toil makes possible the advancement of civilization and that the obligation must be repaid by establishing a social order based on truth and justice. The remodeling of the social and political structure, according to Lavrov, could be accomplished only through the efforts of a small group of individuals capable of independent critical thinking; they are the moving force of history. For reasons difficult to comprehend today Lavrov's somewhat abstruse philosophical treatise created a sensation (much to the surprise of the author and of the editors of the journal) and became the Bible of revolutionary Russia. Belatedly vetoed by censorship, Historical Letters was surreptitiously circulated in foreign editions and was not reissued legally in Russia until 1905. In the meantime Lavrov escaped abroad (1870), came increasingly under the influence of Marxian socialism, joined the First International, and until his death carried on from Paris active revolutionary propaganda. Nicholas Mikhailovsky (1842-1904), a nobleman and a brilliant journalist and sociologist, expounded in the columns of a widely read St. Petersburg journal (Otechestvennyia Zapisky) ideas similar to those of Lavrov, emphasizing the theme of "obligation towards the people" and the duty of the nobility to do penance for the sins of its forefathers. His provocative literary criticisms, written in the manner of Dobroliubov, have a permanent place in the history of Russian literature. Mikhailovsky took little direct part in underground revolutionary activities, but his sympathies with the revolutionary movement were well known and his influence can hardly be overstated.
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS
The trend towards realism and political radicalism in literature, journalism, and art, while traceable to earlier developments, reflected the social unrest and disillusionment characteristic of the 1860's and the 1870's. It will be remembered that the accession of Alexander II was regarded by many as the beginning of an era of far-reaching social